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(54)Titie: DATA COMMUNICATIONS 

(57) Abstract 

An authentication server (AS) 
is provided which stores authenti- 
cation details of authorised users, 
and a list of currendy-authenticated 
users. A number of application 
servers (APS) are connected to the 
authentication server (AS), to al- 
low the application servers (APS) to 
check the current authentication sta- 
tus of a user (Tl, T2, T3) which 
requests service by the application 
servers (APS). There is also pro- 
vided a method of authenticating 
a user for access via a terminal 
(Tl. T2. T3) connected by an In- 
ternet Protocol connection to a Web 
server (APS), said method compris- 
ing: storing authentication details 
of authorised users; performing au- 
thentication of a user with refer- 
ence to said stored authentication 
details; transmitting an identifier for 
the user's terminal (Tl. T2, T3) 
to said terminal (Tl. T2, T3) for 
storage thereon, the identifier being 
transmitted in such a manner that 
the identifier is transmitted by said 
user terminal (Tl, T2, T3) with doc- 
ument requests directed at said Web 




APS 



server (APS); storing status data indicating said identifier to be an identifier of a terminal (Tl, T2, T3) of a currentiy authenticated user, 
and allowing said Web server (APS) to access said status data in order to check the authentication stams of a user on receipt of a document 
request containing said identifier. 
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